Immediate loading of osseotite implants: two-year results.
The high success rate of dental implants has changed the quality of life for many patients. Immediate loading finds its application in some clinical cases and certainly adds another modality of treatment for the implant patient. Starting with a couple of implants placed in the mandible and immediately loaded within 72 hours after surgical placement with an overdenture, this concept evolved to immediately loading multiple implants in both the maxilla and the mandible. In this investigation, 11 consecutive patients were treated with 87 screw-shaped endosteal acid-etched, Osseotite implants (3i, Implant Innovations, Inc., Palm Beach Gardens, FL) between June 1998 and June 1999. Two mandibular and two maxillary cases received screw-retained provisional prostheses the day of surgery. Three mandibular and four maxillary cases were loaded 48 hours after surgery with the final screw-retained, porcelain-fused-to-metal prostheses. All implants were followed for 2 to 3 years. Follow-up consisted of clinical as well as radiographic examination. All implants were successful. There was no implant mobility or periimplant radiolucency. The bone level was measured at the 12th and 24th months. The average radiographic bone level from the implant platform to the first bone-to-implant contact was 0.654 mm at the 12th month and 0.946 mm at the 24th month. We conclude that a high success rate can be achieved when implants with a hybrid surface, machined/acid-etched, are immediately loaded within 48 hours after surgical placement in the maxilla and the mandible.